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Invited Home 
Welcome 
  

Prelude 
 

Call to Worship                              MaryAnne Hooper  
An unmarried teenage girl was invited— 
to carry Christ into this world.  
An ordinary carpenter was invited— 
to be a father to a child unlike any other. 
The shepherds were invited—  
outcast and isolated, included at the manger.  
The Magi were invited—  
foreigners and seekers, included at the manger.  
And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited—  
then we can trust that we too are invited.  
This story is for us.  
This love is for us.  
Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home.  
Amen. 
 

*Carol                                  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                                               GTG 82 

      (Verse 1) 
 

Lighting of the Candles                                   MaryAnne Hooper  
In God’s house, there is hope—  
For God loves us too much to leave us just as we are.  
Lighting of the candle of hope. 
 
In God’s house, there is peace— 
For all that separates us from God falls away.  
Lighting of the candle of peace. 
 
In God’s house, there is joy— 
Because God created music, and coffee, and dance floors,  
and laughter that is contagious,  
and endless rounds of peek-a-boos with babies;  
and if those things have God’s fingerprints,  
then God’s house surely exudes joy.   
Lighting of the candle of joy. 
 
In God’s house, there is love— 
Because God is love, from start to finish, 
and God’s love exists for us all. 
Lighting of the candle of love. 
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And in the center of our hope,  
In the center of our peace,  
In the center of our joy, 
In the center of our love, is God— 
who came to this earth to dwell among us. 
So tonight, we light the Christ candle, 
for God’s love just could not stay away.  
Welcome home. 
Amen. 
Lighting of the Christ Candle.  
 

Carol                                                  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                                           GTG 82  
                                                                        (Verse 2) 
 

Call to Confession                  Rev. Dr. Doris Chandler 

Every Sunday we pray a prayer of confession together.  
As a kid, I used to think that this was a time to air out all the things I did wrong— 
all the reasons I was a bad person.  
However, as I have grown, I have realized—that’s not what this is. 
Instead, this is a small moment for all of us to pause  
and recognize that we aren’t perfect;  
we are still works in progress, and we want God’s help to grow.  
How powerful is that?  
Where else in the world does a group of people gather every week and say out loud:  
“I’m sorry. I want to grow. Help me get there.” 
So tonight, as we pray, remember how powerful this is.  
This is one small way we accept God’s invitation  
to deeper faith and life-changing love.  
Let us pray together now . . . 
 

Prayer of Confession                 Rev. Dr. Doris Chandler 
Holy God,  
You throw open the door and invite us into relationship, day in and day out.  
However, instead of running toward you,  
we dip our toes in the water of this faith.  
We hold our breath. We play it safe.  
We struggle to believe that a love so unfettered, so unfiltered, could be for us.  
As a result, we often deny this worth for ourselves and others.  
Forgive us for ignoring your invitation to be the people you call us to be.  
Forgive us for the ways in which we hold back—  
from deeper connection to you  
or withhold your radical love from others.  
Open our ears to not only hear your invitation,  
but to trust that this good news exists even for us.  
Gratefully we pray,  
Amen. 
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Words of Forgiveness 
Family of faith,  
Even when we fail to trust God’s love,  
and even when we fail to love others as we should,  
God still loves us. That door never closes.  
So, hear and believe this good news:  
God invites us into a life of faith.  
God loves us through every season of life.  
God forgives us when we lose our way  
and invites us deeper every step of the way.  
We are loved, invited, claimed, celebrated, and forgiven.  
Thanks be to God! 
 

Sung Response                                        “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                                             GTG 132 

(Verse 3) 
Good Christian friends rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

Now you need not fear the grave. Jesus Christ was born to save. 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
                                                                                            

Prayer for Illumination                        MaryAnne Hooper 

Holy God,  
We’ve heard this story a million times—  
Mary and Joseph, the angels, the shepherds; 
but we want to hear it like it’s the first time.  
So, move among us.  
Circle back.  
Draw close.  
Help us to hear what you are saying to us. 
Help us to listen; 
Stretch our hope-filled imagination. 
Shape us to be more like you. 
For it is your holy invitation, that brings us here.  
Gratefully we pray, amen.   
 
 

First Reading                      Isaiah 9:2-7                                                         MaryAnne Hooper 

The people who walk in darkness receive the promise of the Messiah. 
 

*Carol                                                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                                            GTG 88 

      (Verses 1, 6 and 7)                            
 
 

Second Reading                      Micah 5:2-5                                                   Rev. Dr. Doris Chandler 

The prophet Micah foretells the glory of Bethlehem. 
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Carol                                                  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                                             GTG 121 

                                                                                     (Verse 1) 
 

Third Reading                  Isaiah 11:1-4a; 6-9                                                    MaryAnne Hooper 

The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse to restore the peace of the creation. 
 

*Carol                                                “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                                                        GTG 129 

 

Fourth Reading                   Luke 1:26-38                                                    Rev. Dr. Doris Chandler 

The angel, Gabriel, foretells the birth of Jesus. 
 

Carol                                           “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”                                  

                                                                                  (instrumental) 
 

Fifth Reading                   Luke 2:1-7                                                                 MaryAnne Hooper 

Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem, where Mary gives birth to her child. 
 

*Carol                                                     “Away in a Manger”                                                                        GTG 115 

                                                                               

Sixth Reading                   Luke 2:8-14                                                       Rev. Dr. Doris Chandler 

Angels appear to the shepherds in the fields and announce the birth of the Messiah. 
 

Carol                                               “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                                           GTG 113 

 

Seventh Reading                   Luke 2:15-20                                                             MaryAnne Hooper 

                                                                 The shepherds go to Bethlehem. 
 

*Carol                                                            “Still, Still, Still”                                                                           GTG 124  

 
Meditation                      Rev. Dr. Doris Chandler 

 

Time of Reflection                                                                            Instrumental Music 
                                                                                  

Call to Offering                         MaryAnne Hooper  
Jesus was born into poverty.  
He was born into simplicity.  
He was born in a manger in Bethlehem.  
And though Jesus had little,  
he spent his days on earth giving to others. 
Generosity is in the DNA of our faith.  
We give what we can,  
not because we should  
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or because scripture says to.  
We give because we’re family.  
We give because we belong to one another.  
We give because all are invited and welcomed into God's house.  
We give because we love God.   
What gift will you offer the Christ child this night? 
 

*Doxology                                                                                                                                           Tune: Veni Emmanuel  

 Praise God from who all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God, above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication                        MaryAnne Hooper 

Gracious God,  
Your story is one that forever invites us  
to be our full selves,  
to take up space,  
to go where we feel called,  
and to allow this community to feel like home.  
So, use these gifts to keep building your home here.  
With gratitude as tall as the ceiling, we pray. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
…Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with celestial choirs 
And with the faithful of every time and place, 
Who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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…...With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you  
To be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. 
Great is the mystery of faith:  

 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 
Gracious God pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
And upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
That the bread we break and the cup we bless 
May be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 
By your spirit make us one with Christ, 
That we may be one with all who share this feast, 
United in ministry in every place. 
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, 
Send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 

 

Christmas Prayer 
 

……we join our voices with those who have prayed the prayer 
Jesus taught the disciples to pray saying: 
 

(Continue with the Lord’s Prayer using the words below or in the language and wording most familiar to you.) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
Now and forever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution 
Breaking of the Bread 
Communion  
Sung Prayer After Communion 

  Carol                        “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                                                 GTG 132 

      (Verse 2) 
   Good Christian friends rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
   Now ye hear of endless bliss:  Jesus Christ was born for this! 
   He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. 
   Christ was born for this!  Christ was born for this! 
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The Coming of the Light 

(Passing of the light from the Christ candle…ushers will pass from row to row until all candles are lighted) 
 

* Hymn                                                       “Silent Night”                                                                              GTG 122 

 

Benediction                                                                                                               Rev. Dr. Doris Chandler 
 

Postlude 
 
*All who wish to do so may stand 
Our ushers will  be holding baskets in which to place your candle at the end of the service.   
 
Your presence at ÔÏÎÉÇÈÔȭÓ Christmas Eve Candlelight  Service is a gift  to us.  Thank you for  choosing 
to celebrate, through  Word and music, the birth  of Christ at  First  Presbyterian  Church  of Monroe, 
Michigan .  We invite  you to our  Carol Sing at 11:00 a.m. on December 26th.                                 
 
 

                                                                                                          
 
 
Attributions 
 
Christmas Eve Cover Image:  sanctifiedart.org.  Used with permission. 
Liturgy used/adapted from prayers by Rev. Sarah Speed | sanctifiedart.org.  Used with permission. 
Prayers by Rev. Sarah Speed | sanctifiedart.org.  Used with permission. 
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MUSIC (IN DULCI JUBILO 6.6.7.7.7.8.5.5): German folk melody, 14th cent.; harm. David Hugh Jones, 1953;   
harm. © 1955, ren. 1983 John Ribble (admin. Westminster John Knox Press).  TEXT is public domain.  MUSIC: Permission 
to use music in worship and podcast/stream obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-737704.  All rights reserved. 
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, GTG 88. TEXT: Latin prose, pre-9th cent.; trans composite. TEXT is public domain.  MUSIC:  
Permission to use music in worship and podcast/stream obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-737704. All rights reserved. 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”, GTG 121. TEXT: Phillips Brooks, 1868.  MUSIC (ST. LOUIS 8.6.8.6.7.6.8.6): Lewis Henry Redner, 
1868 
TEXT and MUSIC are public domain. 
“Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming”, GTG 129.  TEXT: German carol; stanzas 1, 2 trans. Theodore Baker, 1894, alt.; stanza 3 trans. 
Harriet Knuth Spaeth, 1985, alt.  MUSIC (ES IST EIN' ROS' 7.6.7.6.6.7.6): Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1599; arr. 
Michael Praetorius, 1609.  TEXT and MUSIC are public domain. 
“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came Down”.  TEXT public domain.  MUSIC: Permission to use music in worship and 
podcast/stream obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-737704. All rights reserved. 
“Away in a Manger”, GTG 115.  TEXT: Stanzas 1ɀςȟ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ "ÏÏË ÆÏÒ 3ÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÁÎÄ &ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ ÃȢ ρψψυȠ ÓÔÁÎÚÁ σȟ 'ÁÂÒÉÅÌȭÓ 
Vineyard Songs, 1892; MUSIC (MUELLER 11.11.11.11): James R. Murray, 1887.  TEXT and MUSIC are public domain 
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“Angels We Have Heard on High”, GTG 113.  TEXT: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt. 
 TEXT is public domain.  TEXT and MUSIC:  Permission to use music in worship and podcast/stream obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License #A-737704. All rights reserved. 
“Still, Still, Still”, GTG 124. TEXT: Austrian carol; trans. George K. Evans, 1963; © 1963, 1980 Walter Ehret and George K. Evans  
(admin. Walton Music Corp.). MUSIC (STILL, STILL, STILL 3.6.9.8.3.6): Austrian carol; arr. Walter Ehret, 1963; © 1963, 1980 
Walter Ehret and George K. Evans (admin. Walton Music Corp.). TEXT and MUSIC: Permission to use text and music in worship 
and podcast/stream obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-737704. All rights reserved. 
“Silent Night”, GTG 122.  TEXT: Joseph Mohr, 1816; stanzas 1ɀ3, English trans. John Freeman Young, 1863;  
stanza 4, English trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell, 1863, alt.; MUSIC (STILLE NACHT, Irregular): Franz Xaver Gruber, 1818. 
TEXT and MUSIC are public domain. 
Ȱ0ÒÁÉÓÅ 'ÏÄȟ ÆÒÏÍ 7ÈÏÍ !ÌÌ "ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ &ÌÏ×ȱ, GTG 606. TEXT: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709.  TEXT is in the public domain. 
TUNE: Veni Emmanuel is in the public domain.  
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108 Washington Street 

Monroe, Michigan 48161 
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Pastor Doris—Contact Information  

Church office: (734) 242-1545 and select option 11  
Email: dchandler@monroefirst.org 
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Session 

 
Class of 2021                        Class of 2022   Class of 2023  
Diane Adams                        Mark Baker   MaryAnne Hooper 
Jim Crammond            Liz Cunningham  Jennifer Hueston 
Dale DeSloover            Ann Lux               Ann Orwin     

      John Chesman, Clerk of Session 
 
 
 

   Board of Deacons 
  Class of 2021                   Class of 2022 

Judy Chesman        Josh Bahny 
Mary DeSloover       Nicole Bahny 
Jeff Haman        Michael Dushane 
Marilyn Marshall       Terry Dushane 
Yoshie Pomerville       Lynn Geiman 
Karen Sobieralski       Cathy Shorter 

    Mary DeSloover, Chairperson Board of Deacons 
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Christmas Poinsettias  

We would like to thank those who purchased Poinsettias to make our Sanctuary brighter this season! 

 
In loving memory of: 

Dale and Arlene Douglas 

Frank and Wilma Taylor 

by Dan and Pat Batista; Bob and Nancy Douglas; and Mike and Wendy Gaynier 

 

In loving memory of: 

Our Parents 

by Jim and Sue Heisler 

 

In loving memory of: 

John and Pat Chesman 

Lester and Martha Hoover 

by John and Judy Chesman 

 

In loving memory of: 

Ralph and Louise Graessley and George McCathney 

by John and Kay Gawle 

 

In loving memory of: 

Rita Gawle, Lottie Gawle, and Walter Gawle 

by John and Kay Gawle 

 

In loving memory of: 

Our Parents 

by Danny and Janet Spence 

 

In loving memory of: 

The lady with Alzheimerôs at the restaurant 

by Yoshie Pomerville 

 

In loving memory of:  

Bud and Bonnie Allison 

Marie Hooper 

Dale and Virginia Hooper 

by Kim and MaryAnne Hooper 

 

In Honor of: 

The Lordôs Mercy 

by Yoshie Pomerville 

 
 


