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Contact  

Information:  

108 Washington St.  

Monroe, MI 48161 

Phone: 734.242.1545 

Fax: 734-243-6120 
 

www.monroefirst.org  
 

Office Hours:    

Monday -Thursday  

9:00am - 3:00pm  

Friday  

9:00am - 1:00pm  

Notes from the Interim 

We (as a congregation) are off to a good start.  Dean and I have been 

with all of you for a little over two months.  We have observed Lent 

by sharing Ash Wednesday together and participating in weekly study 

groups discussing a thoughtful book on forgiveness.  We walked 

through Holy Week together: waving palms on Palm Sunday, sharing 

the Lord's Supper on Maundy Thursday, observing Good Friday with 

a community ecumenical service here and celebrating a glorious          

Easter worship.  We also celebrated the life of Mary Haman who was 

a faithful member of this congregation.  In addition, all of you               

continued to "do church," delivering beds, feeding the hungry, singing 

in the choir, and attending to all the chores you do so faithfully.  The 

last two months have been fun, getting reacquainted, catching up on 

all that has happened over nine years and our readjusting to preaching 

and teaching and working again.  (mostly fun). 

                                                                                                           

Now what?  Well, Dean and I have been listening to many of you  

during our time here.  There has been hurt, disappointment,                      

disillusionment, anger, and sadness.  There has been determined            

commitment, going the extra mile and hard work!  There is still a need 

for better communication, understanding of the pain caused,                       

repentance, forgiveness and reconciliation, all of which are not easy 

and depend on God's grace.  That is part of the interim work we must 

do together.  "When a pastor leaves, the congregation must work 

through its recent experience.  This is especially complicated if it were 

an involuntary separation.  Conflict should be resolved and healthy 

communication restored before calling a new pastor or the chances of 

success are substantially reduced."  From "Temporary Shepherds"         

a textbook for interim pastors. 

                                                                                                                 

Moving forward your session has voted to have a retreat for the             

leadership, Session, and Deacons of our congregation on June 15.  

The leaders of this retreat will be two individuals, Jake and Dawn 

Kaufman, who have lots of experience with what needs to happen in a 

congregation during the interim period before a new pastor is called.  

In the meantime, Dean and I will continue to help facilitate avenues of 

healing and reconciliation.  Then we shall see what the Lord provides. 

 

See you in church, 

Ellen 



 

 

 

 

  

Happy Birthday to those who have May Birthdays! May Godôs blessings shine upon you 

this year! 
  

 Adam R. Vogt  May 1 

 Erin Daume   May 2 

 Laurie Hoffman  May 4 

 Kathy Bourbina  May 3 

 Martha Bale   May 3 

 Steven Todd   May 9 

 Kathy Fogle   May 13 

 Becky O’Bryan  May 13 

 Jewell Fitzgerald  May 19 

 Jean Hicks   May 21 

 Mason Costello  May 26 

 Lillian Monroe  May 28 

 Jacob Costello, Jr.  May 30 

 

Unveiling and Rededication of our Historical Marker 

Last fall, the Monroe County Historical Society Commission took the 

Historical Marker of our church for restoration. This is a part of the              

Commission’s special restoration program for the various historical        

markers located throughout our County. On Sunday, May 5 at 12:15 p.m. 

will be unveiling and rededication of our fully restored marker. We ask 

the congregation to gather on our church’s front lawn after Worship. This 

event falls on Founder’s Day where many activities will take place 

throughout the day at the Sawyer House on East Front Street. 

Cookbook Update                                                                                        

The 200th Celebration of Faith and Service Committee are still gathering recipes for a cookbook.  If 

you have a recipe that was used 25 or 50 years ago or more at First Presbyterian Church, please 

submit it to the church office, Helyn Schroeder, or Alice Kostoff. You do not need to use the form 

that was provided in our earlier plans.  Any format will do, we just ask that it is legible. Thanks to 

all that are willing to help with this adventure. RECIPES ARE DUE MAY 31, 2019.   

                                                                                                                                                               

Next Committee Meeting                                                                                                                     

Our next 200th Celebration Committee meeting is Monday, May 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the Cairl Room. 

                                                                                                                                                                     

 

PAGE 2 

200 Years of Faith and Service  

Birthday List in May  
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 May 5   Communion Sunday/Rededication of the Historical Marker on 

    the front lawn of the church/New Memberôs Class Begins after 

    Worship 

 May 12  New Memberôs Class after Worship 

 May 13  Motherôs Day Luncheon at the Monroe Golf & Country Club 

    (All ladies invited by the Martha Mary Circle) 

 May 18  Cultivate Community Event in Orchard East 

 May 19  Congregational Meeting after Worship with a    

    Congregational Appreciation Dinner following 

 May 23  Public Luncheon (11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 

 May 27  Memorial Day-Office Closed 

Are you interested in learning more about what it means to be                            

Presbyterian and the work and mission of this congregation?  There will 

be two short informal gatherings after worship on May 5 and 12.  All 

who want to explore membership in this congregation are invited. 

Lunch and childcare will be offered. 

New Member Gathering  

The session voted to call a special congregational meeting on                 

May 19 following worship for the purpose of electing two members at 

large to the nominating committee for 2019.  The congregation will  also 

elect an elder to fill the remaining term of Rusty Shorter whose                     

resignation the session received with regret.                        

A Call for a Congregational Meeting  



 

 

Socialites  
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The Socialites will meet on Saturday, May 18 at the Schroeder                  

residence at 5:30 p.m. All  widows, widowers, and other singles are 

welcome.  Please join us! 

Itõs not how much we give, 

but how much love we put into giving.  

~Mother Teresa  

 

We all have ways of  which we can give of  our time, talent, or treasure. A 
beautiful example of giving was shown recently, as our Womenõs Circle 
came together to clean the Wee Believers Room. Every toy, book, and            
surface was wiped clean, all while fellowship and laughter was shared. The 
gift that was given was a fresh and clean environment for our youngest 
members to enjoy! 

There are so many ways in which we can all give something to this church 
that we love so much, as well as beyond its walls. The Community of  Need 
Meals, the Bed Ministry, the care and cleaning of  our building, are just a 
few examples. 

How much love can we all put into giving?? 

                                -Mary DeSloover, Finance Committee 

Finance 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjn8vDT9uPhAhVKHDQIHfHuCLAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.kiplinger.com/article/retirement/T055-C000-S004-charitable-giving-with-an-impact.html&psig=AOvVaw1cl0ywjLou_Xs4Z3
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Adult Sunday School  

What is the promise that God makes most frequently to us in the Bible?  It is 

“I will be with you”. 

The Adult Sunday School class will meet Sundays during May at 9:30 a.m. in 

the Cairl Room. The title of the study is “God’s Promise – I Am With You” 

and the study will examine that promise in various scripture texts over nine 

Sundays: 

 

May 5:  God with Us in Our Uncertainty – Exodus 3:1-12 and Judges 6:11-27; 

May 12: God with Us in Our Discouragement – Deut. 31:1-8, Joshua 1:1-9,                        

Haggai: 1:1-15, 2:1-9; 

May 19: God with Us When We Seek God – I Chron. 28:1-21; I Kings 11:1-13, 29-39; and 

May 26:  God with Us When We’re Powerless – 2 Chron. 20:1-30; Deut. 20:1-4.  

 

The class includes Bible study and discussion about how the texts apply to our lives today. All 

adults are invited. Ellen McGormley will lead the discussion. Books can be purchased for 

$10.00 but are not  necessary. Please plan to attend when you can. 

Cindy Morgan will be leading the Thursday morning Bible Study at 10:00 

a.m. in the Cairl Room. It will focus on passages in the Bible that refer to 

“gardens” , an appropriate subject for spring. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study  

Congregational Life  

Congregational Appreciation Dinner  

Everyone is invited to join us for dinner on Sunday,              

May 19 after our Congregational Meeting. Deacons and 

Congregational Life hope that everyone will be able to 

join us for this time of fellowship together. We ask that 

you bring birthday cards as we honor the 90th Birthdays of 

Maria de Jong, Eugene Haman, and Jean Hicks. Let’s 

bless them by showering them with a lot of cards for their special milestone birthdays 

throughout this year! 
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Flower Calendar 
If you would like to give flowers for any given Sunday in honor or memory of a 

loved one,  please mark your name on the flower calendar in the Narthex and 

contact the church office for details by calling 734-242-1545. You may take the 

flowers home after worship or leave them to be taken to one of our shut-in               

members. 

Thank you ï One Great Hour of Sharing! 

Thank you for feeding your fish boxes.  Almost $500 was             

received in coins.  The total offering was $1,193.13.  This   

money goes to the Presbyterian denomination to address 

issues of hunger, disaster relief, and the self-development 

of people.  Thank you. 
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This Memorial Day may we remember 

the sacrifice of life that has been lost to 

protect our Country and fundamentally 

our freedom! The Church Office will be 

closed for this special day on Monday, 

May 27 and will reopen on Tuesday, May 

28 at 9:00 a.m. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  

~2 Corinthians 3:17 (NRSV) 



 

 

Spring Ladies Luncheon on May 13 

The Martha Mary Circle would like to invite all ladies of the church to our Spring                                         

Ladies Luncheon on Monday, May 13 at 12:30 p.m. at the Monroe Golf and                                                  

Country Club. Please sign up on the sheet in the Lobby and/or call Gwen or Helyn.                                                       

Please join us for this special spring event in appreciation for your help with                                                 

our luncheons.  

 

Martha Mary Circle  
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Mission and Outreach  

Cultivate Community Coming up on May 18 

Get ready for the second annual Cultivate Community event 

on May 18. This is a chance to help restore some pride in the 

homes for folks in our community. This year's project will be 

much easier than in the past.  

                                                                                                               

We will be working on Patricia Lynn Epps-White's home. 

We will be filling pots with flowers, repairing and painting a deck, replacing two outside lights, and             

doing some planting across the front of her home. Jim Crammond will be constructing a new mailbox 

for her. We will also prepare ahead of time, the soil across the front yard for planting.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                 

This will be a fun opportunity for all of us to work together to help make a difference. For questions, 

please see Ann Lux and sign up on the sheet in the C.E. Lobby.      ~Ann Lux, Mission and Outreach 

$$$$ for Community of Need Meals 

Dear Friends, you will find a calendar at the end of this month’s                 

newsletter of “Your Church”. This calendar is a call for help from              

Mission and Outreach. The funding for the Community of Need Meal is 

currently at $1,700. We spend about $100 each week for Meals that feed 

an average of 90 guests. This program began about 25 years ago. In all 

that time, there has not been a single Thursday that a meal has not been served to those in need in our 

community. We need your help in order to continue to serve our Lord by caring for His children.  

                                                                                                                                                                         

We hope you will print out this calendar and use it each day during May. Have fun with it and keep in 

mind that people will have food thanks to your generosity. We will collect the offering on Pentecost              

Sunday, June 9 during Worship.       

                                                 ~Mission and Outreach Committee 



 

 

Chair Yoga with Chantelle will be held every Tuesday at 

10:00 a.m. The cost is $7.00 per class and is open to 

women and men.  
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Staff 

Rev. Dr. Ellen McGormley, Co-Interim 

Pastor 

ellenmcgormley@monroefirst.org 

Rev. Dean McGormley, Co-Interim              

Pastor 

deanmcgormley@monroefirst.org 

Robert Edwards, Director of Music                

Ministries  

redwards@monroefirst.org 

Sara Jones, Administrative Assistant 
sjones@monroefirst.org 

Suzanne Bondie, Financial Secretary 

sbondie@monroefirst.org 

Gary Bogedain, Sexton 

Sean Farris, Custodian 

Suzanne Bondie, Childcare 

Amy Morgan, Childcare 

The next Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be Saturday, May 11 at 8:30 a.m. at the 

Fifth Wheel Restaurant located at 8500 N. Telegraph Road, Monroe, MI. Please 

sign up on the sheet in the C.E. Lobby. 

Menõs Prayer Breakfast  

Copies of the “These Days” devotional books are available in the Narthex, C.E.     

Lobby, and Main Office. These books have a brief devotion, prayer for each day, and 

adult coloring pages. Please feel free to pick up a copy or take one to a shut-in    

member.   

òThese Daysó 

Wee Believers  

As the congregation continues to Worship in the sanctuary, all 

children third grade and younger are welcome to continue 

worshipping in the Wee Believers Room, #159 after the           

Children’s Time. During this time the children will hear a      

bible story based on the lectionary, and have a time of play 

and interaction with other children. On Communion Sundays 

we ask that the parents come for the children during the               

anthem so the children may learn and see the Communion portion of the service. We               

encourage you to explain the importance and meaning of Communion to your children.  

Chair Yoga  

Christian Sympathies  

First Presbyterian Church of Monroe extends its 

Christian Sympathies to the family and friends 

of Mary L. Haman, who passed away on April 

17, 2019. May God’s Peace surround you at this 

time.  

Next Newsletter Deadline: May 23 
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First Presbyterian 

Church  

Public Luncheon  

Thursday, May 23, 2019  

11:00amñ1:00pm  

 

Carry Out Available  

Cost: $7.00  

Hosted by the  

Martha Mary Circle  

108 Washington St. 

Monroe, MI 48161  



 

 

May 2019 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

   1     
Scholarship 
deadline today 
5-Worship 
6:30-Bells 

 2     
10-Bible Study 
6-Community 
Meal 
6-TOPS 

3 
9-TOPS 
8-Heroin  
Anonymous 

4 
 
 
 

5  Communion  
9:30-Adult Ed.  
10-Deacons 
11-Worship 
12:15-Fellowship 
12:15-Unveiling of 
Historical Marker 
12:15-New Member 
Class 
1:30-Shower 

6 
 
 
6-Chair Yoga 
7-AA Mtg. 
 

7 
8-5-Eden Garden 
Club 
10-Chair Yoga 
11-Staff   
 

8 
 
8-5-Eden              
Garden Club 
6:30-Bells 
7:30-Choir 

9  
10-Bible Study  
5:30-Personnel 
6-Community 
Meal 
6-TOPS 
 

10 
9-TOPS 
8-Heroin  
Anonymous 

11 
 
8:30-Menôs 
Prayer Breakfast 
 
 
 

12  Motherôs Day 
9:30-Adult Ed. 
11-Worship 
12:15-Fellowship 
12:15-New Member 
Class 
 
 

13 
1-Motherôs Day 
Luncheon 
(Martha Mary 
Circle) at 
MG&CC 
5:30-Bed Min. 
Board Meeting 
6-Chair Yoga 
7-AA  
7-Property 

14 
 
10-Chair Yoga 
11-Staff 
5:30-Congreg. Life 
6-Finance 
7-Mission/Outreach 

15 
 
6:30-Linswood 
Condo.  
Residents  
Meeting 
6:30-Bells 
7:30-Choir 
 
 
 

16   
 
10-Bible Study 
6-Community 
Meal 
6-TOPS 
 
 
 
 

17   
 
9-TOPS 
 
8-Heroin  
Anonymous 
 
 
 

18 
 
Cultivate                
Community  
(Orchard East) 
 
Party (Boyd 
Chapel) 
 
5:30-Socialites  
 

19   
9:30-Adult Ed. 
11-Worship 
12:15-Congregational 
Meeting 
12:15-Congregational 
Appreciation Dinner 
 
 

20 
 
 
6-Chair Yoga 
6:30-Bicent. Mtg. 
7-AA Mtg. 
 

21    
 
10-Chair Yoga 
11-Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
10-Setup for 
Luncheon 
6:30-Bells 
7:30-Choir 
 
 

23   10-No Bible 
Study 
11- Public  
Luncheon 
6-Community 
Meal 
6-TOPS 

24 
 
9-TOPS 
8-Heroin  
Anonymous 

25 
 
 

DATE LITURGIST USHERS 

5/5 Rev. McGormley Carol Rabun, Gary and Jo-Ann Follbaum 

5/12 Maryanne Hooper Kim Hooper, Marilyn Marshall, George Kostoff 

5/19 Charlotte Frary Jim Crammond, Helyn Schroeder, David Nielsen 

5/26 Ann Orwin Jim & Sue Heisler, Randy Stiffler 

26 
9:30-Adult Ed.  
11-Worship 
12:15-Fellowship 
 
 
 

27 Memorial 
Day 
Office Closed 
6-Chair Yoga 
7-AA 
 

28 
 
10-Chair Yoga 
11-Staff 
 

29 
 
 
6:30-Bells 
7:30-Choir 

30 
10-Bible Study 
6-Community 
Meal 
6-TOPS 

31 
 
9-TOPS 
 
 
8-HA 
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Leadership of First Presbyterian Church of Monroe  

Session   

 

Class of 2019  Class of 2020  Class of 2021  

Jim Heisler 

Kathy Lee 

Cheryl Eder 

Jennifer Hueston 

Alan Schroeder 

Diane Adams 

Jim Crammond 

Dale DeSloover 

Building & Property Committee: Jim Heisler (Elder), Co-Chair; Dale DeSloover (Elder) Co-Chair 

Congregational Life Committee: Kathy Lee (Elder) Co-Chair; and Cheryl Eder (Elder) Co-Chair 

Finance Committee: Alan Schroeder (Elder) Chair 

Mission & Outreach Committee: Jim Crammond (Elder)  

Personnel & Policy Committee: Dallas and Donna Dieckmann, Co-Chairs; Cheryl Eder and Jennifer 

Hueston (Elders)  

Worship Committee: Diane Adams (Elder) Chair 

Endowment/Memorial Committee: Charlotte Frary (Chair); Alan Schroeder; Jennifer Hueston;                  

Jim Crammond; Alice Kostoff 

Board of Deacons  

Moderators:  Ann Lux  

Vice Moderators: Mary DeSloover and Gwen Peters  

Class of 2019 

Ann Lux 

Karen Sobieralski 

Mary DeSloover 

Jeffrey Haman 

Judy Chesman 

Class of 2020 

Liz Cunningham 

Ann Orwin 

David Nielsen 

 

Class of 2021 

Lynn Geiman 

Gwen Peters 

 



 

 


