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Fourth Sunday in Advent

*We invite all who are able to stand where there is an asterisk.

CALL TO WORSHIP

A hunger of théheart,

A sound in the night:

A babyds | ow cry,
A new star so bright,

The smell of pine

The Christmas carols sung;

Then and now,

Something is in the air!

FOURTHSUNDAY IN ADVENTLIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE

Costello Family
READER: Today we remember Joseph, wout traveler and worried husband, doing what was
necessary for the sake of his family, the burden of poverty stifling his hope in the promise of Go
There was no room for him, yet he knows toom he belongs.

READER: Al n those days a decree went out f
registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethleheraubede was descended
from the house and f(lakekl,$4) of Davi d. o

PEOPLE: Today we give thanks for the Josephs among us, migrating far from home where
there is no choice, fiercely devoted to the ones they love, unwavering in thieelief that there
Is room for all in the kingdom of God.

READER: On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of Joseph, who
knocks at the door, ready to take his place among royalty.

CHORAL AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE# 95 nMy S St i |l | wels s
(You will find this in the green songhb

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Lord, so often we take for granted the wonderful gift Christmas represents, and sometimes
havegone so far as to feel we actually deserve Your mercy and grace. Forgive us Lorsyna
come to the close of Advent, torch our hearts again with a genuiasvareness of the areas in
our lives where we havdailed to be the people gu would have us be. Open the floodgates of
Your Holy Spirit that we might share the Gospel of Christ here and among every people on
earth. In Christ we pray. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

HYMN # 579 fLord, Have Mercyp
Lord, have mercyChrist, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



LESSONS AND CAROLS

OPENING HYMN

Royal Davi

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY

Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895

IRBY
Henry John Gauntlett, 1805-1876
Arr. Hal H. Hopson
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Choir 1.0Once  in roy al Da - vid’s cit -y stood a
Choir2.He  came down to earth from heav - en who is
Choir 3. Je sus is our child - hood’s pat - tern, day by
All4.And  our eyes at  last shall see  him, through his
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low - ly cat tle shed, where a  moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, and his shel - ter was a
day like us he grew; he was lit - tle, weak and
own re-deem - ing love, for  that child so dear and
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ba - by in a man - ger for his bed. Mar - y  was  that
sta - ble, and his cra dle was a stall; with the poor, op -
help - less, tears and smiles like us he knew; and he feels for
gen - tle  is  our Lord inheav’n a bove; and he leads  his
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moth - er mild, Je - sus  Christ her lit - tle child.
pressed, and low ly, lived on  earth our Sav - ior ho - ly.
all our sad - ness, and he  shares in all our glad - ness.
chil - dren on to the place where he 18 gone.
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FIRST READIN® Genesis 3:85; 1719
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HYMN nAIl I Earth is Waitingo
JESUS CHRIST Isaiah 40:3-5
139 All Earth Is Waiting
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1. All  earth is wait-ing to see the Prom-ised One,
2. Thus says the proph-et to those of Is - ra - el,
3. Moun-tains and val-leys will have to be made plain;
4. In low-1ly sta-ble the Prom-ised One ap- peared, .l
ﬁ“—& 2 r
4 4 & [
X AY 1 |
(@ = - . : ===
2 F <t
and o- pen fur-rows, the sow-ing of our God. All the
“A  vir- gin moth-er will bear Em-man- u - el”: one whose
o - pen new high-ways, new high-ways for our God, who is
yet  feel that pres-ence through-out the earth to-day, for Christ
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world, bound and strug-gling, seeks true lib - er - ty; it
name is “God with us,” our Sav - ior shall be, through
now com-ing clos - er, so come all and see, and
lives in all Chris-tians and is with us now; I a -
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cries out for jus- tice and search-es for the truth.
whom hope will blos- som once more with-in our hearts.
o - pen the door-ways as wide as wide can be.
gain, on ar - riv - ing Christ brings us lib-er- ty.
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SECOND READING A Genesis 22:188

CHORAL ANTHEM ACome, Tiapelkomrd
THIRD READING) Isaiah 9:2; 67

FOURTH READING Isaiah 11:13a; 4a; €9

CHORAL ANTHEM ABet hl ehemt owno

FIFTH READING® Luke 1:2635, 38

Jesuso



HYMN AThe Angel GabCam®|l from Heaver
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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1. The an - gel Ga - br - el from heav - en  came,
2. “How blest a-mong all wom - en you shall be,

3. Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head.
4, Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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With wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame.
Whom ev - ry age will praise con - tin - ual-ly.

“To me be as it pleas - es God.” she said.
In Beth - le-hem, all on a Christ - mas morn.
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“All hail,” said he, “O low - 1ly maid - en Mar - vy,
Your Son shall be Em - man - u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag - ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.”
And Chris - tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:

0 I|D Ih A A 0O | |

) e ~ 2= —
Most high-1ly fa- vored la - dy.” Glo - rn - al
Most high -1y fa- vored la - dy.” Glo6 - rn - al
Most high -1y fa- vored la - dy, Glo6 - rn - al

“Most high -1y fa-vored la - dy.” Glé - rn - al

Text: Basque carol; para. by Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924, alt.
Tune: GABRIEL'S MESSAGE, 10 10 12 10; Basque carol; harm. by Charles E. Pettman, 1865-1943

SIXTH READINGO Luke 2:1: 37
CHORAL ANTHEM ACar ol s, Rejoice! o

SEVENTH READINGS Luke 2:816




HYMN AHar k! The Herald Angel s Sing

EIGHTH READINGS Luke 2:816




