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Fourth Sunday in Advent  
*We invite all who are able to stand where there is an asterisk. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
A hunger of the heart, 

A sound in the night: 

A babyôs low cry, 

A new star so bright, 

The smell of pine 

The Christmas carols sung; 

Then and now,  

Something is in the air! 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT-LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE                                
                Costello Family        

READER: Today we remember Joseph, worn-out traveler and worried husband, doing what was 

necessary for the sake of his family, the burden of poverty stifling his hope in the promise of God. 

There was no room for him, yet he knows to whom he belongs. 

 

READER: ñIn those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David.ò                 (Luke 2:1, 3-4)  

 

PEOPLE: Today we give thanks for the Josephs among us, migrating far from home where 

there is no choice, fiercely devoted to the ones they love, unwavering in their belief that there 

is room for all in the kingdom of God. 

 

READER: On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of Joseph, who 

knocks at the door, ready to take his place among royalty.  

 

CHORAL AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  #95 ñMy Soul in Stillness Waitsò           v. 4 
(You will find this in the green songbook in your pew ñSing! A New Creationò) 

             

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Lord, so often we take for granted the wonderful gift Christmas represents, and sometimes 

have gone so far as to feel we actually deserve Your mercy and grace. Forgive us Lord, as we 

come to the close of Advent, torch our hearts again with a genuine awareness of the areas in 

our lives where we have failed to be the people you would have us be. Open the floodgates of 

Your Holy Spirit that we might share the Gospel of Christ here and among every people on 

earth. In Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION  

 
HYMN # 579                   ñLord, Have Mercyò 

              Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

                                                          

 

 

 



LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OPENING HYMN                                   ñOnce in Royal Davidôs Cityò 

 
 

 

 

 
FIRST READING ð Genesis 3:8-15; 17-19                                                      

 

 

 



HYMN                                    ñAll Earth is Waitingò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SECOND READING ð Genesis 22:15-18                                                   

 
CHORAL ANTHEM            ñCome, Thou Long-Expected Jesusò 

 

THIRD READING ð Isaiah 9:2; 6-7                                                            

 
FOURTH READING ð Isaiah 11:1-3a; 4a; 6-9                                

 

CHORAL ANTHEM                      ñBethlehemtownò 

 

FIFTH READING ð Luke 1:26-35, 38                                                 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN                                   ñThe Angel Gabriel from Heaven Cameò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SIXTH READING  ð Luke 2:1; 3-7                                                                

 
CHORAL ANTHEM                     ñCarols, Rejoice!ò 

 

SEVENTH READING  ð Luke 2:8-16       

 

                                                    

 

 
 

 



HYMN                                      ñHark! The Herald Angels Singò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EIGHTH READING ð Luke 2:8-16                                                              

 

 

 
 

 

 


